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CHAIR, PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  
FINANCE 

 
February 22, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 
 
Chair Luke and Members of the Committee: 
 
MEASURE: H.B. No. 550 HD1 
TITLE: RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Requires the Public Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of 
implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy 
by gas utility companies. Amends the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 
and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy. Appropriates funds. (HB550 
HD1) 
 
POSITION: 
 
The Public Utilities Commission offers the following comments for consideration. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
With respect to the provisions to modify the electricity renewable portfolio standard 
(“RPS”), the Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) recently completed a report to 
the Legislature on the Renewable Portfolio Standard, which was submitted on December 
27, 2018, and is available on the Commission’s website 
(https://puc.hawaii.gov/reports/legislature/). 
 
Overall, the State of Hawaii is on track to achieve the near-term RPS goals. However, 
there is greater uncertainty regarding longer-term goals, particularly regarding integration 
of future renewable energy projects and when and where such projects can be 
constructed and brought online. That said, should the Legislature increase interim RPS 
targets, the Commission will continue to work closely with the State’s electric utilities and 
other stakeholders in order to implement the RPS policy. 
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With respect to the proposed requirement to study the feasibility of implementing 
renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy by gas utility 
companies, the Commission is supportive of conducting a feasibility study, provided that 
the accompanying appropriation will cover the cost of the study. 
 
However, in considering the scope of the proposed study, the Commission is concerned 
that the proposed scope may require a substantial commitment of funds, and respectfully 
recommends that Section 2 of the bill be modified to focus the study on key questions in 
the consideration of establishing a gas RPS, including the technical feasibility and 
potential cost of achievement of a gas RPS.   
 
As such, the Commission recommends that within Section 2, item (3) be retained, but 
that items (1), (2), (4), and (5) be removed. Item (3) refers to the scope of the proposed 
study, but the other items appear to refer to a gas RPS which has not yet been 
established. These items could be inserted at a later date, after consideration of the study 
proposed by this measure, if the Legislature subsequently establishes an RPS for gas 
utilities.  
 
In addition, the Commission recommends that for item (3) within Section 2, the scope of 
the proposed study be focused on sub-items (A), (C), and (D). This would provide the 
Commission the flexibility to conduct the proposed study in a timely manner and at a 
reasonable cost. 
 
Accordingly, the Commission respectfully recommends Section 2 would be modified to 
read: 
 
“§269-    Renewable gas portfolio standards study.  The public utilities commission shall: 
 

(1) Use funds from the public utilities special fund to contract with the Hawaii natural 
energy institute of the University of Hawaii to conduct independent studies to be 
reviewed by a panel of experts from entities such as the United States Department 
of Energy, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Hawaii gas utility companies, 
environmental groups, and other similar institutions with the required expertise.  
These studies shall include findings and recommendations regarding: 

 
(A) The capability of Hawaii's gas utility companies to achieve renewable 

portfolio standards in a cost-effective manner; 
(B) The technical feasibility of establishing renewable portfolio standards for gas 
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utility companies in Hawaii; and 
(C) Unregulated gas sales and what requirements are needed for the transition 

of gas that is unregulated to a renewable energy source.” 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 











Section 3 of the bill increases the electric utility renewable portfolio standard interim 
goals for 2030 and 2040 to 65% and 85%, respectively.  HNEI supports accelerating 
Hawai‘i’s RPS targets to levels that are technically and economically feasible.  However, 
HNEI would like to point out that just changing the definition of RPS, as discussed 
above, would increase the amount of renewable generation necessary to meet the 
current 2030 target by a significant, but currently undetermined amount. In light of this, 
and the substantial effort put forth to develop the utility’s Power Supply Improvement 
Plans, HNEI recommends adopting the new definition this year, and tabling 
consideration of changing the RPS interim goals until next year.    

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 550 HD1. 
 



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=EEP&year=2018
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that are consistent with the electric utility RPS for 2030 and 2040 are 

reasonable. 

Hawaiian Electric Companies oppose section 3 of H.B. No. 550 H.D. 1, which 

proposes to changes the definition of RPS for electric utilities and increases the interim 

RPS targets in 2030 and 2040. Our concerns lie with the RPS target increases in 2030 

from 40% to 65% and in 2040 from 70% to 85%. Such large increases in RPS 

requirements may be uneconomical as RPS achievement is driven by the market 

through distributed PV adoption and third party project development. At higher levels of 

RPS, reliably operating an electric system that is primarily composed of renewable 

resources will also require additional integration resources. The Companies understand 

that the 100% RPS in 2045 remains the long term goal to be achieved and appreciate 

the flexibility that the current RPS law provides in achieving this goal. 

Accordingly, the Hawaiian Electric Companies oppose H.B. No. 550, HD1 in its 

current form. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 





mailto:henry.lifeoftheland@gmail.com
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�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�����:�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q���5�3�6���S�R�O�L�F�\���I�R�U���J�D�V�����+�D�Z�D�L�L���F�R�X�O�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���R�Q���I�R�V�V�L�O���I�X�H�O�V���I�R�U��
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�Z�D�V�W�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����O�R�F�D�O���F�U�R�S�V�����R�U���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q�����6�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�V���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�\���D�O�V�R��
�E�H�F�R�P�H���D�Q���R�S�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�D�O���8���6�������&�O�H�D�Q���(�Q�H�U�J�\���)�X�H�O�V���&�R�U�S�����L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���D��
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Blue Planet Foundation            House Bill 550 HD1 Page 3 

�V�X�F�K���D�V���O�D�Q�G�I�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���I�D�U�P�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Y�L�D���D���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���J�D�V���S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H��
�V�\�V�W�H�P�����,�W���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�O�\���X�V�H�G���W�R���I�X�H�O���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���H�D�F�K���G�D�\����
��
It is clear, however, that renewable standards are required to ensure that Hawaii Gas 
continue to increase the amount of renewable gas in their system. ���'�H�V�S�L�W�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���R�Y�H�U��
�W�K�H���S�D�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H���D�E�R�X�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���J�D�V�����W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���X�V�H���R�I���5�1�*���K�D�V��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���Q�H�D�U�O�\���I�O�D�W�����7�K�H���F�K�D�U�W���E�H�O�R�Z�����X�V�L�Q�J���G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�L�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\��
�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�������F�R�P�S�D�U�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���P�D�G�H���E�\���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���X�W�L�O�L�W�\���Y�H�U�V�X�V���W�K�H���J�D�V��
�X�W�L�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���X�W�L�O�L�W�\���K�D�V���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���J�R�D�O�V���V�H�W���I�R�U���E�\���W�K�H���5�3�6����
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�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���V�W�D�W�H�G�����³�:�H���D�U�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���V�W�H�S�V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W��

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����5�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���5�H�S�R�U�W�V���I�L�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L���3�X�E�O�L�F���8�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W��
�K�W�W�S�������S�X�F���K�D�Z�D�L�L���J�R�Y���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�V����
��
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available at���K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���F�D�S�L�W�R�O���K�D�Z�D�L�L���J�R�Y���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����������W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���+�%���������B�+�'���B�7�(�6�7�,�0�2�1�<�B�)�,�1�B������������
�����B���B���S�G�I��
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��

A renewable portfolio standard for gas is necessary to ensure that Hawaii actually stays 

on track to achieve its critical clean energy and climate goals. 

��
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�L�Q�F�X�P�E�H�Q�W���J�D�V���X�W�L�O�L�W�\�����5�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���D���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���D�V���D��

�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���I�X�H�O�²�R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O����Hydrogen—the most common element 

in the universe—will likely play a key role in our clean energy future, particularly in the 

transportation sector. Hydrogen can be used as a storage fuel, where hydrogen is created from 

geothermal, wind, or solar energy and stored (in pure gas, compressed, some chemical state, or 

through another medium) and used later in combustion or fuel cell applications.��

��
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�W�K�H���8�.�
�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���J�D�V���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�R���D���K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���V�\�V�W�H�P�����8�.���I�L�U�P�V���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���*�D�V��

�1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���&�D�G�H�Q�W�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���1�R�U�Z�H�J�L�D�Q���J�D�V���I�L�U�P���(�T�X�L�Q�R�U�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���D�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���U�R�O�O���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H��
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�V�R�R�Q���D�V����������������

��
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�V�\�V�W�H�P���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H����

��

In the interest of achieving our state’s critical clean energy and climate goals, robust 

state energy policy, fairness, and unlocking innovation, Blue Planet Foundation strongly 

supports establishing a gas RPS via HB 550. ��

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����Id����
��
�����&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���R�I���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���I�L�U�V�W���K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q���W�H�V�W���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W���&�,�7���)�\�V�K�Z�L�F�N���´���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������������������
���K�W�W�S�V�������F�L�W���H�G�X���D�X���Q�H�Z�V���K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q�B�W�H�V�W�B�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q������
��
�����K�W�W�S�V�������D�U�V�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D���F�R�P���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�������������������Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���J�D�V���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���W�R���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W���K�R�P�H���K�H�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R��
�K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q�� 
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�+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���J�U�L�G�V�����7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���+�%�����������Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�Y�L�V�H���W�K�H���5�3�6���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J��
�F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�L�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���R�X�W�F�R�P�H����
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�E�H�I�R�U�H�����7�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�´���I�R�U��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�������$�V���D�Q���L�V�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����Z�H��

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����See���5�K�R�G�L�X�P���*�U�R�X�S�����F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���E�\���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�O���(�[�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�R�U������Transcending Oil: Hawai‘i’s Pathway to 
a Clean Energy Economy�������������������D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�R�L�O���F�R�P������
��
����See �,�3�&�&����Special Report on Global Warming on 1.5°C�����D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���L�S�F�F���F�K���V�U��������
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to what was originally a very important bill for the 
climate. 
 
Sherry Pollack  
Co-Founder, 350Hawaii.org 
 
 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:15:13 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

tia pearson 350 Hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 4:10:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

pamela burrell apollo kauai  Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable House Members, 

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD unless this bill is restored to its original 
language. The amended version of this bill has seriously revervsed the oringinal intent 
of this legislation. 

Please. climate disruption is accelerating before our eyes. 

Regards, 

Pamela Burrell, Co-chair Apollo Kaua'i 

Kalihiwai, Kaua'i 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:43:40 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Janet Graham 350.org Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 10:01:44 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nanea Lo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS.  

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 10:05:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sherri carden Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 3:07:45 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brijit Reis Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and Committee Members, 

We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change.  Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are 
wrong.  Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions.  Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 

Mahalo, Dr. Brit Reis 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 3:04:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Debbie Schatz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I request that you pass HB550. 

We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change.  Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are 
wrong.  Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions.  Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 
 
Acting now will still take time for systems to be in a place that secures success.  ACT 
NOW! 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 3:15:27 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

stephanie frazier Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support and ask you to pass HB550. The transition to 100% renewable energy 
will save us money, create local jobs and make our energy supply more secure. To 
maximize these  benefits we need this bill to fix the map so that 100% actually means 
100%. We also need to close the loop hole for the gas industry. Finally, given  how 
much cheaper renewable energy has become then imported oil, we will save money if 
we move the timeline up. 

Mahalo, Stephanie Frazier 

Kailua 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 3:11:31 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Simmons Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Cullen and Committee Members,  

I support and ask you to pass HB550. We have a law mandating 100% renewable 
energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create 
jobs, clean the air and slow climate change. Right now solar rooftops are double-
counted and the calculations are wrong. Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which 
is unfair and distorts economic decisions. Finally, given how much cheaper large solar 
farms have become than imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits 
if the benchmarks are updated to speed the transition. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Karen Simmons 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 10:16:36 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Avi Okin Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the original version of HB550, not the corrupted one that is HB550HD1 as 
slanted to give fossel fuel companies a break. They do not need one and we, as people, 
need to move rapidly towards renewal energy only. 

Mahalo. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 10:55:36 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

william digiorgio Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

  

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

  

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

  

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

  

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 



  

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 11:20:58 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tadia Rice Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2019 11:37:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonathan Boyne Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:08:14 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kanani Kai Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 6:28:20 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Ching Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and members of the committee, 

Please hold HB550 HD1.  Natural gas is a fossil fuel.  We need to keep ALL fossil fuels 
in the ground.  Most especially since most natural gas produced in the U.S. is now 
fracked -- one of the most destructive and greenhouse gas producing methods ever 
developed.  Methane leaks from these natural gas wells and methane is extraordinarily 
effective at trapping heat in the atmosphere. 

Over the time frame of a decade, methane is over 80 times more powerful a 
greenhouse gas than CO2.  We cannot afford to use natural gas.  The IPCC and the 
NCA4 both agree that we have about a decade to reduce fossil fuel use by 75 - 
80%.  Please help Hawaii go 100% renewable -- solar, wind, ocean + battery storage. 

Again, please do not pass HB550 HD1.  Mahalo for your consideration. 

Randy Ching (Honolulu) 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 7:57:12 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lois Crozer Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:05:29 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John NAYLOR Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

We must get off fracked gas! Please educate yourselves re communities on tha 
mainland where the actual fracking occurs.. Drinking water is contaminated and 
earthquakes have increased exponentially to name some of the most dramatic effects 

. Obviously, here in Hawaii the burning of these fossil fuel also pumps carbon into the 
atmosphere....  An atmosphere we all share everywhere! 

Please do not support this bill as written even though it does move in the right direction. 
Do not support fracking anywhere! 

Mahalo, 

John Naylor       Makawao 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:14:16 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Nandoskar Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please restore the original language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current 
form. Mahalo for your consideration. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:29:48 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joy Silver Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:31:12 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Culbertson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:36:08 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jordan Moniuszko Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 8:58:35 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sharon Levine Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

  

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

  

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

  

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

  

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 



Thank you, 

Sharon Levine 

Waianae, Hawaii 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 9:26:52 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ChristopherMcCullough Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Subject:  Public Testimony; HB 550   
 
Submitted: Thursday, February 21, 2019 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 

It is easy to understand and support the opening premise of this 

bill (HB550), until the reader reaches SECTION 2, Chapter 269, and 

the details of how HB550 will amend the current law governing the 

state’s Renewable Portfolio Standards. 

 

First , the entire premise of the bill is flawed, for it is 

impossible for Hawaii Gas in its mission to sell fossil fuels to 

be an effective partner in Hawaii's RPS goals and transition to a 

clean energy economy, designed to eliminate fossil fuels from the 

state's energy mix.  

 

Second , Section 2 Chapter 269 (3) seeks to use taxpayer and 

ratepayer funding through so-called “public utilities special 

fund” and to apply monies toward an ill-conceived objective that 

somehow Hawaii's Gas utility will be somehow shoehorned into the 

current RPS compliance goals, while continuing to sell and 

distribute natural gas and other fossil fuels products in Hawaii.   

 

Third ,  Section 2 Chapter 269 (3)(C)(i) calls for the identification 

of renewable alternatives, such as the procurement and importation 

of biogas. This mandate fails on several fronts, specifically, the 

importation of biogas, which runs contrary to the state's RPS 

transition to locally produced clean energy independence, or that 

biogas qualifies as a clean energy (zero emissions) energy 

substitute.     
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Fourth ,  Section 2 Chapter 269 (3)(D) Unregulated gas sales and what 

requirements are needed for the transition of gas that is 

unregulated to a renewable energy source   Once again, and 

throughout the false of premise of this HB 550, is the idea that a 

fossil fuel with the greenhouse gas emissions half that of burning 

the dirtiest fuel available today, coal, can somehow be considered 

a clean or renewable energy fuel source, regardless of its 

application within Hawaii’s energy mix.  

 

Fifth , HB 550 goes onto state… “The legislature is concerned that 

requiring electric utilities but not gas utilities to increase 

their reliance on renewable energy creates an unfair playing field 

that may unintentionally harm consumers by promoting suboptimal 

long-lived investments in fossil fuels through gas-fired 

distributed electrical generation.”   

 

HB550 is designed to address one thing; above all, that is the 

preservation of Hawaii Gas and its fossil fuel based business 

model.  

 

A much more effective means of addressing the state’s current 2045 

RPS goals, and needed reform that addresses all energy 

stakeholders: First, vote NO on HB 550 , and then propose and put 

forward for full legislative consideration a statewide carbon tax 

which rewards “zero emissions” energy production and its public 

consumption. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Bill Bugbee 
https://www.beyondkona.com/  
 
 
   
��





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 11:35:25 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James Tolley Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

  

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

  

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

  

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

  

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 



 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 11:41:06 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dale Jensen Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members: 

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

Sincerely, 

Dale Jensen, Prof. Engineer, Kailua 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 12:43:25 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

donald erway Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:11:02 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

christine trecker Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

HB550 HD1 is a far cry from the original bill to include the gas utility in out renewable 
portfolio standards. If we are to achieve our critically important 100% renewable energy 
goals, we must take bold steps to rein in the use of LNG today. A renewable gas 
portfolio standards feasibility study, as proposed in HB550 HD1, is not good enough! 

Thank you. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:15:38 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christopher Hall Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:28:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeremy Garrett Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I previously submitted support for this measure, however the amended version seems 
to undermine the original purpose of the measure.  Allowing Hawaii gas to continue to 
import a fossil fuel (i.e. LNG), is counterproductive to the states stated goal of 100% 
renewable energy.  Please reject this legislation. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:32:01 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Zoe Williams Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Emergency responders, DHS, and our Departments of Emergency Management all 
agree; we need firm energy sources for resiliency (when the lights go out, the gas stays 
on) and as a bridge to our renewable future. 

Gas energy is significantly cleaner than the 80% petroleum made electricity in our state 
and needs to be an important part of that bridge. 

If we eliminate gas, no mo tiki torches :-(  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:22:15 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mustafa Demirbag Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

We have to make sure we have diverse energy sources available in Hawaii. Gas is a 
very good option. It is very clean and resilent.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:32:50 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Severine Busquet Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi: 

HB550 HD1 does make some fixes to the RPS including some modest attempts to 
move up the targets for achieving 100% renewable energy for the electric utility. But by 
allowing Hawaii Gas, a company on record as being a climate denier, to continue to 
expand their use of climate-destroying fracked LNG, we are stealing our childrens 
future. 

For these simple reasons I strongly oppose HB550 HD1. 

Thanks for your attention 

Severine 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:33:50 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Lau Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:51:42 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lei Kamaka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Gas is a cheaper alternative & a CLEAN engery source. We should be able to choose 
what evergy source to use instead of being FORCED to use only electric/solar.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:48:58 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Pasalo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii needs diversified energy sources to ensure economic sustainability and give 
consumers the ability to choose different energy sources and not monopoly electric 
only. Gas is more reliable in energency situations like hurricanes and blackouts.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:43:33 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nadine Ferraro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

RE:  HB550 HD1 

Relating to renewable energy, I strongly feel, I believe, I know that we need to move 
away from fossil fuels like LNG. No study is needed. I respectfully ask that the original 
language of HB550 be restored; or, current language be opposed. 

Thank you.   

Nadine Ferraro 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:34:36 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Derwin Chu Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 1:34:38 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fancy Lau Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:01:44 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John M. Matsunaga Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:16:32 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stanford Klask Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB 550HD1 

We can't put all our eggs in one basket. We need more diversity for clean 
energy sources in hAWAII.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:22:08 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robyn Ford Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As a resident in the state of Hawaii all my life, I truly believe that the gas utilities should 
have the same renewable portfolio standards as the electric utilities because gas is a 
clean, resilient and a more cost effective energy source. And I also strongly believe that 
putting Hawaii Gas's unregulated propane business under terms of the renewable 
portfolio standards will put them in a unfair disadvantage to compete in the business 
market with other distributors because of the regulatory control. We need a diversity of 
energy sources to ensure economic sustainability for Hawaii's future. 

Mahalo, 

Robyn Ford 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:28:47 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Antonio Prietto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

First, as a former Landfill Gas Engineer, I have sense as to how much landfill and 
sewage plant gas would be required for our gas utilty to go 100% renewable.  And did 
you know landfill gas has a limited life.  Before we force this type of legislation onto the 
State of Hawaii, I encourage our lawmakers to at least assemble a portoflio all the 
possible sites for renewable gas and the probability of those projects becoming 
feasible, including the cost effectiveness.  Let's first determine if there is enough 
renewable gas to meet our state's need.  Do our legislators even know how much 
renewable fuel is required? 

Second, at my home I use propane (LPG) not synthetic natural gas as served in 
Honolulu proper.  To my knowledge, their is no renewable gas technology, that would 
replace propane .  Do our legislators know what percentage of all gas sold in Hawaii is 
propane?  Our how much propane is sold statewide. 

Third, I encourage our lawmaker to at least know the difference between propane and 
synthetic natural gas.  If you did not know, the two fuels are very different from one 
another and can not be interchanged.  For instance if you use propane and buy a gas 
stove, it MUST be converted from natural gas to propane for it to work. 

Lastly, I support the efforts to use all the cost effective renewable sources 
available.  However, I detest and am ashamed of our lawmakers making rules without 
understanding the basics of an industries their rules effect.  Please do your homework. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:34:11 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kevin Nishimura  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:37:37 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan Yoshida Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I believe that Hawaii must explore all renewable options, but unless the state is 
prepared to fund or subsidize the renewable gas effort to the degree that renewable 
electricity is encouraged, I believe an accelarated timeline is impractical and unjust. 
That said, if the State is prepared to committ significant resources to renewable gas 
infrastructure and adoption, I would support a Bill to hasten the adoption of renewable 
standards. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:40:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Russell Winkelman Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill for several reasons.  First, we need diverse energy sources for the 
state.  We should have the option to have a propane generator and propane hotwater in 
our homes and businesses.  This was quite evident during the recent electrical 
blackouts we had accross the state.  

Second, there are very limited renewable resources for Gas.   The electric utilities, on 
the other hand, have a multitude of options for renewable energy production.  The Gas 
Company does not, and they can not be held to the exact same RPS standards as the 
electric utilities. 

Third, "The Gas Company" has a PUC regulated side of the business and an unreglated 
side.  This bill puts unnessary requirements on the entire company that 
their competitors would not have to follow.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:44:20 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Manchester Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Gas is clean and cost efficient. This bill would pose a disadvantage for the gas company 
to compete in the market with other propane distributors. The people need to have and 
should have a choice in energy sources to ensure sustainability for our future 
generations in Hawaii. When there is a monopoly in the State as we've already seen it 
causes financial strain for the people of Hawaii. With diversity people have choices to 
determine what is economical and financially sound for their family.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:50:23 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lawrence  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Gas utilities should follow the same RPS as the electric utility company.  Gas is clean, 
resilient, and cost effective.  Hawaii needs diverse energy sources for economic 
sustainability for Hawaii's future. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 2:51:40 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Remigio Dela Cruz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

     I respectively oppose this bill for the following reasons.  Fundamentally, the Gas 
Company should not be held to the same standards as the Electric Utilities.  There are 
very limited renewable resources for Gas.   The electric utilities, on the other hand, have 
a multitude of options for renewable energy production.  The Gas Company does not. 

Second we need diverse energy sources for the state.  We should have the option to 
have a propane generator and propane hotwater in our homes and businesses.  This 
was quite evident during the recent electrical blackouts that we had accross the state.  

Third, "The Gas Company" has a PUC regulated side of the business and an 
unregulated side.  This bill puts unnecessary requirements on the entire company that 
their competitors would not have to follow.  

This is an unnecessary bill that restricts private industry and customer choice. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 3:12:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cheryl Lien-Fua Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully oppose this measure. Hawaii needs AFFORDABLE DIVERSIFIED energy 
sources.  Adding on renewable standards and deadlines hurts Hawaii kama'aina 
residents by driving the cost of energy higher. Hawaii has a limited customer base to 
spread the cost of these mandates.  Hawaii is not able to buy/sell energy or have 
millions and millions of customers like Mainland energy companies.  Energy is 
something all Hawaii residents rely on for survival - not all residents are high income 
and can afford the additional costs for these ideals.  We also need diversified supplies - 
as many of us know with long term memory - the problems with relying on one or two 
companies for supplies.  Please protect our kama'aina and our kamali'i (our babies) so 
that we can continue to live in Hawaii. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 3:29:18 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2019 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C A Lien-Fua Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Our family home uses electric and propane for our household needs. We live in an area 
where the electric poles snap like dominos in high wind weather. We use propane for 
half of our energy needs. It is too costly per HECO to put electric wires underground so 
we are at the mercy of weather conditions. We are so grateful to have propane in our 
time of need for our energy needs. We don't mind paying two monthly charges to HECO 
and Hawaii Gas so that we have the diversification of energy supply.  However now with 
these renewable mandates the legislature will drive up the cost of energy. We tried to 
get PV but got rejected by HECO and the cost is quite high, we are not sure it is worth 
the investment. Please, please do not drive up local residents' energy costs. We are 
struggling with the cost of housing, food, transportation and energy. Our children may 
not be able to afford to live here - how do we pass on ALOHA when local residents 
leave and only rich Mainland and foreigners can invest in housing in Hawaii?  No aloha!  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeremy Santigo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2019 3:31:48 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Penni C Lee Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

By adding language regarding the gas utility, you also include their non-regulated 
propane business.  Are you now going to regulate the gas company's unregulated 
propane business?  Are you also going to regulate other businesses like Lowe's or 
Home Depot that sell bottled gas?  And what about Amerigas, another company that 
does business in Hawaii. If you're going to regulate one company, then you need to 
treat all companies the same so they are competing on an equal playing field. 

I have solar at my house.  And if I had to use their "recommended" electric water heater 
backup every time it was raining orthe sun wasn't out, then my electric bill would be 
ridiculously high.  Luckily, I've got my solar feeding a tankless gas water heater.  My gas 
is more economical and reliable than the sun. On another note, I've only seen HECO 
purchase renewable electricity from other sources.  What are they doing to clean up 
their own power plants? 

While I agree that we all need to reduce our carbon footprint.  I don't think you can 
eliminate it.  Before you decide that you've got to remove all fossil fuel, just think about 
how this state would need gas in an disaster situation.  Is solar or wind going to provide 
electricity for emergency generators if the electric grid goes out.  I don't think so.  Are 
we all supposed to have battery backups (made with plastic that comes from - oh yeah 
fossil fuel)? 
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Hearing 

Martha E. Martin Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB550 HD1 because the amendments of this bill  have abandoned 
the original purpose of the bill. 

Please either restore the original language of HB550, or oppose HB550 HD1. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Colin Hashiro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michele Nihipali Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550.  HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
undermined in its current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to 
fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 
100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt 
renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously harmed the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destroying our climate by ensuring the gas utility is 
included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

If Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done their own feasibility 
study long ago. We are passed that now. We already know what we need to do. The 
UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to avoid Climate Hell. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

Unless this bill is restored to its original language and intent, this bill should be opposed. 
A study only serves to waste our time and money, while it tragically squanders a livable 
future for our children as the sea level rises and the climate system, our life-support 
system, is further destroyed. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 

Thank you, 

Michele Nihipali 

54-074 A Kam Hwy. 

Hauula, HI  96717 
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John K. Kamei Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Gas utilities, by right, should have the same RPS that have been established for 
electrical utilities. 

Gas is a clean and cost effective energy source that helps diversify Hawaii's economic 
future. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Elizabeth Song Lockard Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I ask that the committee OPPOSE HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been 
significantly weakened in its current amended form. The original language of this bill 
attempted to fix three flaws in our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% 
means 100% by correcting the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to 
adopt renewable energy, and 3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill has seriously undermined the original intent of this 
legislation. Instead of doing what is needed to meaningfully address lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions that are destabilizing our climate by ensuring the gas utility 
is included in the RPS, the amended version of this bill only calls for a feasibility study to 
be conducted. 

We are past the need for feasibility studies. The IPCC's latest report says we have at 
most 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions in order to avoid a full-
scale planetary crisis. We must transition away from all fossil fuels, especially the 
climate-destroying LNG that Hawaii Gas uses, without delay. 

We need the strongest legislature possible if we are to have any hope for our future, 
and not pander to profit-driven companies who deny the severity of the climate crisis to 
serve their own interests. Please restore the original language of HB550 or oppose 
HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 
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Lynne Youmans Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Natural Gas is a low carbon fuel.  For that reason alone, it should be encouraged as an 
alternative fuel to high carbon electric power generated from fossil fuel.  Focusing on 
renewable natural gas rather than the carbon reducing potential of all natural gas isn't 
the best use of state resources.  We should have a comprehensive clean energy plan, 
including an understanding of how low carbon natural gas can be a useful cle 
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Hearing  

L.M. Holmes Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

As recently amended by the gas utility, this bill cannot be supported by anyone 
interested in meeting Hawai'i's goal of ending depency on fossil fuels.  Please do not 
pass HB 550 in its present form. 

Our children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not 
the profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face.  I strongly oppose HB550 
HD1 it in its current form; please restore the original language and make it worthwhile 
again. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Dr. Lorna Holmes, Honolulu 96817 
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DARREN CHANG Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Hearing  

carlo fabriga Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Testimony to the House Committee on Finance 
Friday, February 22, 2019 at 11:00 A.M. 

Conference Room 308, State Capitol 
 
 

RE:  HB 550 HD1 RELATING TO HOUSING 
 

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 
 

The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") respectfully opposes HB 550 HD1, 
which stipulates the state PUC study the feasibility of having a 100 percent renewable energy 
portfolio by 2045 for all gas sold by a gas utility in the state, including non-regulated propane 
gas.   
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representing about 2,000+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small 
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economic climate and to foster positive action on issues of common concern. 

 
We strongly support the benefits of clean energy and having a sustainable future; 

however, we see potential unintended consequences with the language contained in this 
legislation which has been amended from applying to gas sold for grid-connected electrical 
energy generation to all sales, regulated and unregulated, by a gas utility. This legislation would 
impose an overly burdensome mandate to comply with an existing renewable portfolio 
standard that is currently reserved for electrical utilities.  Additionally, this bill will negatively 
impact consumer choice and increase costs to customers. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Hearing  

Ron Brown Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I testify in opposition to  HB550 HD1. The intent of this bill has been undermined in its 
current amended form. The original language of this bill attempted to fix some flaws in 
our renewable portfolio standard (RPS): 1. ensured 100% means 100% by correcting 
the RPS calculation, 2. increased some interim targets to adopt renewable energy, and 
3. included the gas utility in the RPS. 

But the amended version of this bill  in calling for an unnecessary feasibility study will 
put off action that is urgently needed now.  We face the greatest crisis of our time.  Our 
children need the legislature to protect them and stand up for their future, and not the 
profits of companies who deny the climate crisis we face. Please restore the original 
language of HB550 or oppose HB550 HD1 it in its current form. 
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11:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Room 308 
. 

H.B. 550, H.D. 1 
RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY.  

 
House Committee on Transportation 

 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) offers comments to the portion which seeks 
to amend the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 and 2040 to 
accelerate the adoption of renewable energy.  
 
The Administration does not support the importation of natural gas for electrical 
generation but supports consideration of natural gas for fueling Hawaii's transportation 
needs. 
 
The DOT supports cleaner alternative fuels and is concerned that imposing renewable 
portfolio standards on the gas utility may inadvertently harm clean energy efforts that 
seek the use of large scale biomass production to produce additional biogas, and public 
/ private partnership in developing new pathways for clean, reliable and cost-effective 
hydrogen fuel supplies.  
 
The DOT's airport bus pilot program weigh factors such as cost to buy or lease buses, 
operation cost, maintenance cost, environmental impacts, and long-term feasibility to 
make a selection between electric buses and buses powered by compressed natural 
gas.  
 
This project demonstrates DOT's examinations of clean and ultra-low carbon fuels to 
replace our current fleet of diesel and gasoline powered vehicles as a means towards 
meeting Hawaii's energy goals.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

 
 



 
 

 

Testimony to the House  Committee on Finance   

Friday, February 22, 2019 11:00 a.m. 
State Capitol Room 308 

RE: House Bill 550 HD1 �± Relating to Renewable Energy 
  

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and Members of the Finance Committee 
  
The Kaua`i Chamber of Commerce respectfully opposes HB 550 HD1, which stipulates 
the state PUC study the feasibility of having a 100 percent renewable energy portfolio 
by 2045 for all gas sold by a gas utility in the state, including non-regulated propane 
gas.  
  
The Kaua`i Chamber of Commerce supports the benefits of clean energy and having a 
sustainable future; however, we see potential unintended consequences with the 
language contained in this legislation which has been amended from applying to gas 
sold for grid-connected electrical energy generation to all sales, regulated and 
unregulated, by a gas utility. This legislation would impose an overly burdensome 
mandate to comply with an existing renewable portfolio standard that is currently 
reserved for electrical utilities.  Additionally, this bill will negatively impact consumer 
choice and increase costs to customers. 
  
Thank you for your consideration as you deliberate this legislation.  
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